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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT MADE BY DEPARTMENT SPOKES- 
MAN AT REGULAR NOON BRIEFING FEBRUARY 15 (DIALOGUE IS 
WITH JAPANESE NEWSMAN): BEGIN QUOTE 

Q. YOU TOLD US YESTERDAY THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER 
AND JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTER OHIRA HAVE THE INTENTION 
OF EXCHANGE VISITS BETWEEN HEAD OF STATES, TOWARD THE 
END OF THIS YEAR, IN THE MEETING WHICH WAS HELD THE DAY 
BEFORE YESTERDAY. COULD YOU REPEAT THAT SAME STATEMENT 
TODAY? 

A. ALL RIGHT. I APPRECIATE YOUR ASKING THAT, 

BECAUSE THERE SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN SOME MISCONSTRUCTION 
ON WHAT I SAID YESTERDAY. 

I WAS ASKED YESTERDAY ABOUT THESE DISCUSSIONS 
CONCERNING THE PROJECTED EXCHANGE OF VISITS BY THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN. AND I SAID THAT THE 
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AND THAT, I THINK, STOOD FOR ITSELF. HOWEVER, SOME 
PEOPLE SEEM TO HAVE THOUGHT THAT I MEANT TO SUGGEST 
THAT IN THE CONVERSATION, IT WAS AGREED THAT THE 

EMPEROR PLANNED TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES THIS 
YEAR ALSO. 

THE FACT IS NO SPECIFIC DATE WAS DISCUSSED 
CONCERNING THE EMPEROR S VISIT. THE PRESIDENT S 
INVITATION, WHICH WAS MENTIONED IN THE AUGUST 1, 1973 
NIXON-TANAKA COMMUNIQUE WAS REPEATED, AND THE DATE IS 
TO BE FIXED AT SOME TIME CONVENIENT TO BOTH SIDES. 

AND WHETHER THAT WOULD BE IN 1974 OR LATER, I AM NOT 
IN A POSITION TO SAY. BUT THE KEY POINT IS THAT THE 
INVITATION WAS EXTENDED AGAIN TO THE EMPEROR, AND THE 
TIME IS LEFT OPEN. I THINK THIS WAS THE POINT THAT 
LED TO SOME CONFUSION IN THE JAPANESE PRESS. 

Q. MR. VEST, AT YESTERDAY'S BRIEFING, YOU 
ANSWERED TO A QUESTION, AND I WILL TRY TO QUOTE, THAT 
HE - "HE" MEAN MR. SECRETARY - RENEWED THE INVITATION 
TO THE EMPEROR TO VISIT THE UNITED STATES THIS YEAR. 

A. THEN I MADE A MISTAKE. 

Q. IT WAS YOUR MISTAKE. 

A. YES. I DIDN'T REALIZE I HAD SAID THAT. BUT, 

IN ANY CASE, THE TIMING IS QUITE OPEN, AT MUTUAL 
CONVENIENCE. END QUOTE. 
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